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From November 18th to 
20th, the East Brunswick 
High School’s Drama Club 
performed their production 
of  The Odyssey by Mary 
Zimmerman at the high school 

theater. Based on Homer’s epic 
poem, The Odyssey describes 
the journey of  the main 
character, Odysseus, as he 
searches for his island of  Ithaca 
after many long years at sea.

The effort of  each actor 
shining throughout this 
production was phenomenal; 
most of  the actors had 
multiple speaking roles, as 
well as being members of  the 
“Greek chorus,” appearing 

throughout the show. Even 
though the entire cast was 
a total of  29 students, each 
actor’s versatility made it 
seem as if  many more people 
were present on stage. It 

was amazing to see how 
the same people and the  
same stage could transform 
into something completely 
different with each scene.

The actors’ memorization 
and execution of  such a 
complex script, as well as their 
dedication to make The Odyssey 
such a quality production, 
was truly commendable. 
Actors had to attend school 
as usual for 7 hours, and then 

spend several more hours at 
rehearsal before going home to 
do more work and memorize 
lines, all of  which made 
for a very stressful lifestyle 
before the play premiered.

Sophomore Diana 
Maldonado, who played 
Melantho and Elpenor among 
others, says that she “learned 
a lot about professionalism 
and the process of  putting on 
a live performance, as well as 
how to deal with the stress 
of  balancing both school and 
rehearsal.” Despite struggling 
with time management 
and learning cues, she still 
persevered and enjoyed herself  
immensely, saying that “the 
best part [was] the people, 
as performing is amazing, 
but it’s really the energy and 

great friends you make that 
determines a good time.” 

The incredible effort put 
into this play was not only 
shown in the acting, but also 
in the lighting, sound, set, 
and costume design. The 
costumes were elegant and 
fit the time period well, the 
spotlight was always accurate 
and directed the audience’s 
focus in the middle of  many 
busy scenes, and the sounds 
reflected the atmosphere. 
The usage of  silhouettes for 
dramatic effect and platforms 
to portray a second floor or 
the heavens was another nice 
touch. The special effects 
were also ingenious, especially 
the usage of  a shadow on a 
sheet to create the effect of  
a huge, looming Cyclops.

Greeks, Gods, and Monsters
Audience members at 

the performances were 
also stunned by its quality. 
Sophomore Danielle Yan, a 
reader of  the original poem 
as well as an audience member 
at the drama production, 
says that she “liked how they 
portrayed the story,” and “felt 
like it was really well done and 
almost professional.” Even 
Mr. Jung, a chorus teacher 
at EBHS, was rendered 
speechless, offering the few 
words: “It was a good show.”

The amazing execution 
of  this play by the EBHS 
Drama Club cast and crew 
deserves all the applause and 
praise it has received, and 
really has people looking 
forward to its next production 
of  Peter Pan in the spring!

by Helen Liu & Rachel Wu 

EBHS Drama Club
Senior Valentine Dromasco took on the role of the Cyclops

EBHS Drama Club
Thank you to the cast of The Odyssey for an amazing performance!

Holidazed
It’s the time of  year when 

nothing sounds better than 
making a cup of  hot cocoa and 
playing a Christmas movie on 
the television. Whether it’s a 
romantic comedy that plays 
on the Hallmark channel, or 
holiday classics like Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer and How 
the Grinch S t o l e 
Christmas , t h e s e 
f i l m s 
w a r m 
h e a r t s 
a c r o s s 
t h e 
g l o b e , 

p u t t i n g 
everybody into the Christmas 
spirit. Even though sophomore 
Eva Tell is Jewish, she thinks 
that “no matter what religion 
someone is, Christmas movies 
can be uplifting and fun to 
watch.” For example, in the 
beloved movie Elf, Will 

Ferrell stars as a lovable but 
ditzy elf  from the North Pole, 
suddenly forced to enter the 
human world. The enamoring 
Zooey Deschanel also stars 
in the comedy and impresses 
audiences with her incredible 
voice. A Christmas movie is 
not a Christmas movie without 
someone finding their holiday 
spirit, and Elf is no different. 
A group of  New Yorkers find 

their Christmas spirit 
by singing “Santa 
Claus is Coming 
to Town” in order 

to get 
Santa’s 

sleigh 
o f f  

the 
g r o u n d . 
O t h e r 
m u s t -
w a t c h 
m o v i e s 
for any 
hopeless 

romantic 
include the 

Hallmark films airing from 
the first week of  November 
onwards. In these movies, the 
main characters fall in love 
and live happily ever after. For 
the romantics at heart, these 
movies are the best things to 
watch around the holidays. 
The best holiday activity is 
debatable, but one thing’s 
for sure: Christmas isn’t 
Christmas without the movies. 

Christmas spirit can be 
seen all over the world, but 
the most spirited places by far 
is New York City. Thousands 
of  people travel each year to 
catch a peek at the dazzling 
Rockefeller tree, and to skate 
in the famous ice rink. Other 
common Christmas festivities 
that takes place in the city that 
never sleeps are the Christmas 
shows. Every time the holidays 
roll around, Madison Square 
Garden showcases a different 
Christmas tale. In the past 
few years, classic movies 
have been transformed into 
magical shows, attracting 
countless amounts of  people. 
These traditions are what 
make the holiday season the 
most magical time of  the 
year! Happy holidays, EBHS!

When Mariah Carey’s “All I 
Want for Christmas is You” 
comes on the radio the day 
after Halloween, you know it’s 
time to pull out that Santa hat, 
grab those Christmas fuzzy 
socks from the back of  the 
closet, and get ready for the 
most wonderful time of  the 
year! Artists such as Mariah 
Carey and Michael Bublé 
are well known for their 
cheery Christmas music. 
Sophomore Danielle 
Arpaio believes that 
“Christmas is just not 
the same without 
the music,” and 
many would 
agree with her. 
Great hits such 
as “Baby 
It’s Cold 
Outs ide ” 
a n d 
“ L e t 
i t 

Snow!” set the mood for a 
holly jolly holiday season. 
When EBHS students were 
questioned about their 
favorite album to listen to 
during Christmas time, an 
overwhelming majority said  
Justin Bieber’s “Under the 
Mistletoe” was their go-to 
choice. Sophomore Lavanya 

Collapancheri states 
that “the Justin Bieber 
album makes me so 

happy because it’s all 
of  Christmas in 35 
minutes of  music.” 

As Buddy the 
Elf  loves to 
say, “The best 
way to spread 

C h r i s t m a s 
cheer is 
s i n g i n g 
loud for 

all to 
hear!”

by Rebecca Aizin & Mary Fitzgerald

Source: YopriceVille (left) & Pinterest (right) 
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With 2016 coming to a close, we say goodbye to one of  the most dramatic, inspiring, and historic 
years of  our lifetimes. World politics surprised at every turn, legendary figures passed away, and 
human ingenuity promised a bright future. Here’s a look back at the year:

* In Sports: In February, the Denver Broncos defeated the Carolina Panthers in Super Bowl 50 
to win their third Super Bowl. Later, in August, the 2016 Olympics  were held in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, where Team USA broke three world records and reigned atop the medal count for the sixth 
straight Olympics. 
* In Politics: This is a big one. In June, the United Kingdom voted for a “Brexit,” setting it up to 
become the first nation to ever exit the European Union, creating a global wave of  uncertainty 
over the future of  Europe. In September, the United States and China ratified the Paris global 
climate agreement, the historic accord that lays forth clear obligations for slowing climate change. 
And, of  course, the United States presidential election ended this November in a stunner, with 
businessman Donald Trump defeating former Secretary of  State Hillary Clinton. 
* In Arts: To date, Finding Dory was the year’s winner at the movies, earning almost $500 million 
at the domestic box office. We also said goodbye to a number of  singers, actors, authors, and artists, 
including David Bowie, Alan Rickman, Harper Lee, Prince, and Leonard Cohen. And, two Vincent 
Van Gogh paintings stolen from the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam in 2002 were recovered. 
* In Science: This year, global carbon dioxide levels exceeded 400 ppm (parts per million) for 
the first time in human history. Water ice was discovered on the surface of  a comet, and the most 
remote galaxy ever detected was confirmed by the Hubble Space Telescope. In China, a successful 
head transplant on a monkey was performed. 
* In Culture: This was the year of  the Twitter meme. In 2016, we were blessed with “Damn, 
Daniel,” “What are Those?,” “Bernie v. Hillary,” all the glorious variations of  Spongebob, the Kylie 
Jenner Challenge, the Water Bottle Flip Challenge, the Mannequin Challenge, and many more. It 
was a pretty “challenging” year. 
* In East Brunswick: After Mayor David Stahl left office in January to become a judge, Kevin 
McEvoy became our town’s interim mayor. In November, we elected Brad Cohen, the former 
president of  the Board of  Education, as mayor. 

        Of  course, there’s no way to neatly encapsulate an entire year of  our lives in a newspaper 
column. Individually, we each had our own experiences and made our own memories. We grew, 
learned, and lived; we laughed, cried, and smiled. And this list is nowhere near complete: a day’s 
events can consume entire newspapers, let alone a year’s. But we hope that you can look back at this 
in a few weeks, years, or decades and remember what a memorable, amazing, crazy year 2016 was. 
Let’s hope for an even better 2017. Happy Holidays and have a great new year!

Shayan and Daniel, Your Executive Assistant Editors

Hi everyone,

Photos courtesy of (top-down):
KABC, Frontpage, Disney, 

telegraph.co.uk, Patch, TapINTO 
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Into art and 
creative writing?
Submit your 
photography, art, 
or writing to the 
Folio Art Magazine 
at ebhsfolio@gmail.
com! Meetings 
every Wednesday 
after school in B17.
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Disney’s most recent 
“princess” movie is a far cry 
from 2013’s Frozen - instead 
of  snowy Europe, it transports 
viewers to the tropical islands 
of  Oceania. The famed studio’s 
highly anticipated new film, 
Moana, features a plot rife with 
adventure and a rogue’s gallery 
of  a cast who is sure to join 
the pantheon of  iconic Disney 
characters in the near future. 

The film centers on Moana, 
a Polynesian girl descended 
from a long line of  naval 
navigators and wayfarers. 
When her tribe and the island 
she lives on are threatened, 

she enlists the help of  the 
legendary demigod Maui, 
voiced by Dwayne “The Rock” 
Johnson. Along with a pig and 
a neurotic chicken, the two set 
off  on a quest to save Moana’s 
people and to discover their 
own identities along the way. 

The film has already 
intrigued many, including 
EBHS students. “When I saw 
the trailer for the new movie, it 
reminded me of  Disney movies 
from when I was a young kid,” 
says senior Sammy Gessner. 
“Now that I’m eighteen, I just 
want to relive all that and feel 
like a kid with no stress, and 

I think Moana 
will make me feel 
like a kid again!”

The film is 
characterized by its 

impressive cast and production 
team. Dwayne Johnson is 
known in the acting world 
for his roles as Luke Hobbs in 
the Fast and Furious series of  
movies and for producing and 
starring in the HBO comedy-
drama Ballers. In contrast, 
Moana is played by a complete 
newcomer. Auli’i Cravalho, 
a 15-year old Hawaiian 
actress, was allegedly the 

last person to audition for 
the role, but she earned the 
part with her performance. 

Moana’s music is also a 
huge talking point for the film 
- the score is written by Lin-
Manuel Miranda of  Hamilton 
fame. Miranda is one of  the 
few people to receive four out 
of  the five awards necessary 
to become a PEGOT, which 
requires a Pulitzer, Emmy, 
Grammy, Oscar, and Tony. 
He has already received a 
Pulitzer, Emmy, and Tony for 
Hamilton, as well as Grammys 
for Hamilton and his earlier 
musical, In the Heights. Should 
he win an Oscar for his work 
on Moana, he would be one of  
three people to earn a PEGOT, 
along with Richard Rodgers 
and Marvin Hamlisch. Other 
Hamilton alumni round out 
the cast as well - Christopher 
Jackson, who played George 
Washington, features as the 
singing voice of  Moana’s 
father Tui, while Phillipa 
Soo, who played Elizabeth 
Schuyler, cameos as a villager. 

The upcoming film could 
mean great success for Disney, 
but it could also be a push 
for more diversity in the film 

industry. Disney’s films 
as of  late 
have been 
becoming 
m o r e 
and more 
d iver se . 
F o r 
e x a m p l e , 
The Princess 
and the 
Frog (2009) 
introduced 
Tiana, the 
first black 
D i s n e y 
p r i n c e s s , 
while Big Hero Six (2004) 
starred a multiracial cast 
and featured the first biracial 
protagonist in an animated 
film. While Moana is not 
the studio’s first Polynesian 
themed movie (that honor goes 
to 2002’s Lilo and Stitch), the 
fact that it is being marketed 
as a “princess movie” means 
that it could have a much 
larger outreach to a specific 
audience. When asked about 
where he thinks diversity in 
films is headed for next, EBHS 
film appreciation teacher 
Mr.  Cibrian stated that, 
“since the #oscarssowhite 

Moana: “Rock”ing Diversity
by Jillian Diamond

controversy last year, there’s 
been more of  a push to catch 
up with television, which has 
a lot more diversity than the 
film industry. I also think that 
Disney has been making an 
effort to be more diverse lately, 
especially with Princess and 
the Frog and Lilo and Stitch.” 

Diversity in films may 
continue to improve, especially 
since research has proven that 
films with more diversity in 
their casting make more profit. 
Moana seems to be following 
the trend of  diversity in films, 
which will lead to major success 
and progress for both Disney 
and society in the future. 

Source: Disney 

Scroll through your Twitter 
feed and you’ll see an influx of  
posts made by celebrities. For 
celebrities, social media is an 
effective tool to communicate 
with fans, promote products, 
or share opinions. Before 
social media became popular, 
it was more difficult for 
the public to keep up with 
their favorite celebrities. 
Today, the accessibility of  
celebrities through social 
media has the potential to 
both benefit and harm society. 

Many celebrities today use 
their social media as a platform 
to raise awareness for the 
charitable causes they support. 
When these celebrities share 
not only their talent with the 
world, but their involvement 
in humanitarian aid or other 
causes, fans are motivated 
to follow in their footsteps. 
For example, actor Leonardo 
DiCaprio keeps his followers 
informed about the many 
innovative projects he partakes 
in to help the environment. 
He frequently shares posts 
about climate change and 
wildlife conservation on 
Instagram. This encourages 
fans to think about the effects 

of  human action on the 
environment and potentially 
pursue projects of  their own.     

Others utilize social media 
to share their controversial 
opinions. During the 
presidential election, 
celebrities were quick to 
voice their opinions on social 
media. Some believe that 
this was beneficial because it 
sparked conversation about 
politics among young people. 
Others were more critical, 
arguing that celebrities 
had no credibility imposing 
their political opinions on 
impressionable teenagers.  
East Brunswick High School 
sophomore Rosemary Wei 

says that she is “aware of  the 
bias and scope of  influence 
celebrities can possess,” and 
that she avoids “following 
celebrities who are overly 
political.” Many celebrities 
took to Instagram to voice their 
support for Hillary Clinton or 
Donald Trump, encouraging 
their followers to do the same. 
This is problematic for people, 
particularly teenagers, who 
idolize their favorite celebrities 
and are easily influenced 
by their decisions. There is 
little room for individual 
thought and research once 
teenagers are convinced to 
perceive an issue through 
a particular perspective. 

Celebrities tend to share their 
opinions on issues without 
context and expect their 
fanbase to agree with them. 
Many feel that they should 
instead encourage positive 
conversations among people,   
and use their social media to 
speak in favor of  charitable 
deeds that can benefit others.

Celebrities who are 
promoting ethical behavior 
and making good decisions 
have a positive impact on 
society. Sophomore Grace 
Jeong, who looks up to One 
Direction, has said that she 
“made bonds with other online 
fans through social media. 
We all draw inspiration from 

by Anushka Gami & Anushka Pathak
whatever they’re doing, but at 
the same time, we’re aware that 
they aren’t perfect and mess up 
at times. I think it’s important 
to have that judgment.” 

Using social media as a 
medium to connect with fans 
has proven to be a successful 
way to influence decisions; it is 
now a matter of  how celebrities 
wield their power over social 
media to influence others. 
Following celebrities’ social 
media accounts is a normal 
habit for many. However, it 
is important to formulate 
your own opinions and not 
get swayed by others. And 
remember, think twice before 
hitting that follow button!

Twitter
Leonardo DiCaprio informs his fans about the success of his environmental foundation on Twitter

Celebrity Control
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Though a skeptical adult may 
be quick to write them off  as a 
meaningless fad, memes are far 
more than just the images and 
absurd captions they seem to 
be. Each era of  youth culture 
has its unique manifestation 
of  comedy and cultural beliefs, 
and memes are no different: 
they are the distinct form 
that humor has taken for the 
current young generation, 
and humor should never be 
underestimated. In the age 
of  the Internet, images can 
spread so quickly that they are 
often described as “viral,” being 
shared by the hundreds of  
millions of  people who are on 

social media daily. In the words 
of  junior and self-proclaimed 
meme expert Zain Baquer, 
“Memes have a definite impact 
on society; they may have even 
played a role in the election. 
Their hilarity contributes to 
the speed at which they spread 
and can spread all sorts of  
information and in some cases, 
misinformation.” As Zain said, 
the appeal of  a catchy meme 
has the potential to  reach 
more people and change more 
minds on the subject it covers 
than any informative article 
or persuasive commercial. 

Memes can also serve 
a purpose in conveying 

legitimate cultural values. 
Behind every meme, no matter 
how odd, is a message, usually 
of  absurd social commentary. 
Despite their idiosyncrasies, 
most memes still borrow 
from or build upon distinct 
ideas that can show the 
thinking of  a generation 
when looked at in retrospect. 
When asked about his views 
on the timeless profundity of  
memes, sophomore Tommy 
Cho said that “Looking back at 
memes is almost like reading 

More Than Memes The Eye
by David Borts

old letters because they show 
the attitudes of  the writer. 
The memes seen today reflect 
opinions, just like humor 
from the past sheds light on 
views of  the time, and most 
importantly, have the power to 
change those opinions.” The 
case for the cultural value of  
memes is visibly strong, as 
any student on social media 
can testify that memes have 
evolved over time as a major 
aspect of  the sense of  humor 
and culture of  Millennials. 

Even if  memes are just 
a temporary craze with no 
bearing on the real world, 
it would be shortsighted to 
completely shrug them off.
While there is no real metric 
to determine cultural value 
cultural significance is in the 
eyes of  the beholder, and in the 
eyes of  an entire generation, 
memes are worth something. 
When future historians study 
the age of  the Internet, memes 
should be expected to come 
up as a major cultural point.

Meme Generator
Memes are often both relatable and entertaining

Meme Generator
A meme very applicable to Clarion writers

by Simran Sadaranganey

Shivam Agrawal
Senior Shivam Agrawal created PictureUs, a photo sharing app

Have you ever had a brilliant 
idea only to be snapped back to 
reality once you realize you’re 
just a teenager? While most of  
us simply dismiss our unique 

ideas as dreams for another 
day, there are thousands of  
young entrepreneurs who 
have pursued their passion and 
created successful businesses. 
These ambitious students 
prove that age is just a number, 
and that today, anyone can 
accomplish their goals through 
hard work and dedication. 

Eric Leisten, a senior at East 
Brunswick High School, is one 
example of  a perseverant 
student who began his 
business venture by starting a 

DJ brand. At just 15 years old, 
Eric started using inexpensive 
equipment to play music at 
birthday parties. Eventually, he 
invested thousands of  dollars 
to upgrade his equipment and 
worked hard to promote his 
company by creating business 
cards and even a website. His 
tireless toiling ultimately 

proved to be worth the effort, 
as today his company, Event 
With Us Entertainment, is 
very profitable. After enduring 
endless hours of  hard work 
and finding success, Eric can 
confidently say that passion is 
the key to victory: “Starting 
a business is never easy; the 
only way to find drive and 
success is to be passionate 
about the product or service 
you are providing. If  you are 
passionate, work will never 
be a chore and before you 
know it, you will find success.”

Similarly, Shivam Agrawal 
worked diligently to write 
over 5,000 lines of  code in 
order to create a photo sharing 
app called PictureUs. During 
this experience, he learned the 
intricacies and hardships of  
entrepreneurship. He began 
to understand just how many 
components are required to 
create a product: “I learned 
a lot about entrepreneurship 
from the experience, especially 
about the complexity of  
launching a product. The 
feeling of  creating a product 
that others can use is beyond 
satisfying and worth the 
struggles of  entrepreneurship. 

I definitely would recommend 
anyone else with an idea 
to just go for it, especially 
now when we are young.”

It has become increasingly 
easy for today’s youth to 
generate innovative ideas, 

produce ingenious inventions, 
and create successful 
companies. Technology 
has helped immensely by 
placing opportunity at our 
fingertips.  

There are tens of  thousands 
of  ambitious teenagers 
across the nation who have 
already pursued their dreams 
and earned millions of  
dollars. For example, Adam 
Horwitz was just 15 years 
old when he created Mobile 
Monopoly, which is a tutorial 
for learning marketing skills 
online. This creative idea 
became an instant success and 

Adam soon began earning 
a hefty six-figure income. 

Similarly, Tyler Dikman 
was an eighth grade student 
when he started charging 
$15 an hour to fix computers. 
He impressed executives at 

Merrill Lynch and was soon 
hired by Malcolm Taaffe. 
Dikman proceeded to create a 
multimillion dollar company 
called Cooltronics, which 
helped satisfy his passion for 
computers while providing 
a useful repair service. His 
idea landed him a spot on 
BusinessWeek’s 25 Under 25. 

Entrepreneurship is a 
difficult journey, but it is 
also very rewarding. Even 
if  you start a business that 
does  not make millions, the 
lessons you learn are priceless. 
For today’s generation, 
the sky is truly the limit.

High $chool $tartups

“If you are passionate, work will 
never be a chore and before you 
know it, you will find success.”

-Eric Leisten
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The NFL brings excitement, 
hope, and passion to 32 football 
franchises and fan bases, as 
die-hard fans continue to 
show their pride and support 
throughout each season for 
their favorite team. Each 
franchise dedicates its physical 
and mental talent, time, and 
commitment to accomplish 
the ultimate goal each year: 
winning the Super Bowl. Fans 
across the country watch their 
favorite players attempts to 
succeed at the game they love. 
However, football has been 
losing its popularity recently 
as the NFL TV ratings 
have continuously declined 
throughout the season.

According to Sunday Night 
Football viewer statistics, the 
average number of  viewers 
watching the program has 
declined greatly, with the 
amount of  viewers being the 
lowest since 2007. It’s clear 
there has been a significant fall 
throughout the current season 
of  people watching primetime 
games, but the exact reason 
for this decline is unknown. 
However, multiple theories 
have been created in attempt 
to figure out the answer.  

One theory is that the Colin 
Kaepernick movement towards 
the national anthem has caused 
ratings to dramatically fall in 
popularity. This is backed by 
statistics, as a survey by Yahoo! 
has found that 40% of  fans 
who say they are watching less 
football this season are doing 
so because of  his protest. 

Kaepernick’s controversial 
kneeling during the national 
anthem has outraged millions 
of  fans causing them to lose 
interest because of  his boycott.

Also, another factor that has 
led to the vigorous decreasing 
may be digital streaming. 
Because of  increasing viewing 
options, ratings continue to 
sink tremendously, reaching 
their lowest levels since 2007. 
Through the first quarter 
of  the season, the NFL 
was on pace for the worst 
ratings in over a decade.                 

The schedule of  the NFL 
primetime games has also led 
to the decrease of  the number 
of  viewers. One theory is that 
many fans have no interest in 
watching the prime time games 
which involve teams irrelevant 
to the playoff  picture. Matthew 
Mandel, a sophomore in 
EBHS, has lost interest in 
games involving teams already 
close to becoming eliminated: 
“NFL ratings are going down 
because the primetime games 
show teams that are not in the 
hunt for the playoffs, which 
make people like me, who love 
watching the sport, not excited 
and bored instead.” Junior 
Sayom Ghosh-Dastidar offered 
a different opinion, saying, “I 
believe the NFL’s ratings may 
have decreased due  to the 
retirement of  several notable  

and popular star players, 
including Marshawn Lynch, 
Peyton Manning, and Calvin 

Johnson. I think that because 
these very popular players  
are no longer playing, people 
have less incentive to watch 
the sport that they used to 
watch every single season.”  

Overall, opposing 
viewpoints between groups 

NFL Ratings Decline
by Jeremy Turner

of  fans and athletes, digital 
streaming, and the decreasing 
excitement from lack of  talent 

or competitive schedules are 
likely creating the collapse 
of  NFL ratings. Even 
though football seems to 
remain the heart and soul of  
America, the actual numbers 
are causing panic to the 
NFL and the entire nation.

Getty Images
Colin Kaepernick and Eric Reid kneeling during the national anthem 
during the 49ers game on September 18th

Throughout 
the first 

quarter of the 
season, the 
NFL was on 
pace for the 
worst ratings 

in over a 

decade.                 

The EB Bears have been working 
hard to compete against other schools 
in the intense sport of  wrestling. 
Senior Taylor Tiongson expresses 
that although many of  the starters in 
the varsity lineup graduated, he was 
not worried about the team, stating, “I 
knew that we would have a solid group 
of  guys that would be able to step up to 
the challenge. Also, I knew that our off-
season training would prepare athletes 
who were not yet as experienced.” 
Junior M. Federico comments on 
the rewarding experience of  being a 
wrestler. He explains,“being on the mats 
grants you life lessons that you never 
forget and I know everything I learn 
will stick for a long time.” Lessons such 
as “never giving up” and learning how 

to put his “heart and soul into the sport” 
have taught him to be a better wrestler 
and a better person. He states that the 
overall process is “a never ending self  
improvement to be the best wrestler I 
can be.” Tiongson also contests that, 
“As a team, I know that we will be able 
to qualify for the sectional tournaments 
if  we all push ourselves hard enough.”

Even before the season began, two 
of  our graduating seniors both signed 
on to compete at great schools -- 
Mark Schleifer signed with Princeton 
University while Alec Gleason signed 
to University of  Chicago. These two 
highly ranked schools are lucky to 
welcome to these boys in the upcoming 
fall - Congratulations and good luck to 
the rest of  the EBHS Wrestling Team!

Wrestling Team: 
Mid-season Report

by Rachel Lee

MyCentralJersey.com
Senior Mark Basilious represents EBHS on the wrestling team

Table for One
by Alexander Wierzchowski

Are you artistic? Do you want to see your cartoons 
featured in the Clarion? Submit your cartoons to ebhs.
clarion@gmail.com  to see them published!

We thank Alexander for being our first ever cartoonist!
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Imagine if  the college 
admissions process did not 
require standardized test 
scores. What if  no high school 
student had to take the SAT 
or ACT? In recent years, some 
colleges have decided to  make 
this a reality. The increase in 
protests against standardized 
tests has led to significant 
changes in the American 
tertiary education system. 
Prestigious institutions such 
as New York University, 
George Washington 
University, and others  have 
changed their status to test-
flexible or test-optional. 

A report by The National 
Center for Fair and Open 
Testing explains the reason 
for this phenomenon: over 
800 four-year colleges and 
universities have implemented 
test-optional policies because 
most agree that “test scores 
do not equal merit.” These 
schools fear that standardized 
testing is overemphasized in 
the college admissions process. 
Test-optional policies aim to 
give more weight to other 
parts of  a college resume 
such as academic achievement 
and extracurriculars. East 

Brunswick High School 
sophomore Nada Daoud 
agrees, noting that “one test 
cannot represent how students 
have performed throughout 
four years of  high school.” For 
instance, George Washington 

University is a test-optional 
school that only requires 
standardized test scores for its 
seven-year medical program 
and  NCAA Division I athletes. 
This decision was based on the 
findings of  the university’s 
Task Force on Access and 

Success, which concluded that 
the best indicator of  future 
academic achievement is a 
student’s high school record 
and GPA. This is especially 
beneficial  to students whose 
test scores do not match up with 

their academic performance. 
Additionally, test-optional 
schools have seen no decline 
in the academic quality of  
incoming classes and there 
has been a marked increase in 
diversity. In particular, Pitzer 
College has recorded a 48% 

increase in the diversity of  the 
student body and according to 
a statement from the college, 
“[it] has doubled the number 
of  students from low-income, 
first generation backgrounds.” 

However, critics of  test-

optional schools argue that 
standardized tests are essential 
to the college admissions 
process. According to the 
Washington Post, standardized 
tests provide objective scores 
which are unbiased and good 
indicators of  subject-matter 

Should Testing Count?
by Vidhya Dhar

mastery, allowing students 
across the county to be 
adequately compared to one 
another. Tests administered in 
schools are graded by teachers 
who take factors such as 
class participation and effort 
into account. This makes the 
grades that students earn in 
school subjective measures of  
their academic success. Jasmine 
Chang, a sophomore, says 
that “standardized testing is 
acceptable, as long as tests are 
fairly written and proctored.”

In contrast, universities 
benefit by adopting test-
optional policies because more 
students feel encouraged to 
apply. This generates a larger 
pool for universities to create 
classes from. Also, students 
who have poor test scores and 
perform well academically will 
choose not to submit their test 
scores, raising the average test 
score of  a university. Higher 
selectivity ratings and average 
test scores will improve the 
overall ratings of  a university, 
leading to increased income 
and profit.  As the idea of  
test-optional schools gains 
traction, it remains to be seen 
whether not it will prevail. 

Justin Najimian
Universities such as the ones pictured are a few examples of test-optional colleges across the nation

The Internet has proven 
itself   to be  revolutionary 
for modern education, having 
opened a multitude of  
opportunities for people who 
previously would not have 
at their disposal the endless 
amount of  information that 
online connection provides. 
In recent years, online classes 
have become a popular new 
tool for educators to use in 
order to expand the reach of  
education in East Brunswick 
and across the world. 

Students who don’t have 
time in their school schedules 

are sometimes offered the 
opportunity to take a desired 
class online, as EBHS students 
have experienced this year 
with the online financial 
literacy pilot course. Tommy 
Cho, a sophomore who has 
taken this course, feels that the 
use of  the Internet as a vehicle 
for this class was a success: 
“Because of  the dependency 
on the Internet for this course, 
the assignments were made 
more tech-friendly. Also, the 
files and assignments were 
easier to access and I was 
able to do my work even if  I 

had missed school that day.” 
Taking online classes allows 
students to pace themselves, 
taking their time on concepts 
they have difficulty with and 
speeding through lessons that 
they find easy. In real life, this 
is impossible, since teachers 
usually have to teach an entire 
class of  students and cannot 
focus on a singular student.  
Online, a student can control 
their education so it fits his 
or her own needs. Online 
classes can also be taken as a 
supplement to education, as 
many organizations online 
exist just to help students 
study; Khan Academy being 
one of  the many websites 
created to aid students in 
preparing for the SAT, or 
even just their next unit test. 

However, many believe that 
precautions must be taken 
with the increasing popularity 
of  online education, and that 
future use of  online education 
should be halted in favor for 
the sustained use of  real-
life schooling. A physical 
classroom setting can benefit 
students in ways that are often 
taken for granted. Jessica 
Ling, another sophomore who 

has taken East Brunswick’s 
financial literacy pilot course, 
recounts the annoyances 
that may come alongside 
online courses: “You don’t get 
reminders in person to keep 
up with certain projects or 
daily class time to work on 
it, so a lot of  the time I found 
myself  having to constantly 
remind myself, and that was 
a bit tedious.” Some students 
also claim that the quality of  

education from online lectures 
simply does not match a real 
teacher. A teacher can identify 
a student’s weak points and 
guide them on where to focus. 
When studying online, a 
student has to figure out his 
own education path, which 
depending on one’s style of  
learning, may create more 

The Next Frontier Of Learning
by Brandon Ho

“Online, a student 
can control their 
education so it 

fits his or her own 
needs.”

problems than it solves for 
others. Furthermore, classes 
in real life teach skills beyond 
the scope of  the subject itself. 
In class, hands on activities 
can further deepen students’ 
knowledge while improving 
skills like cooperation. 

As with all technological 
innovations, there does 
exist some controversy as 
to whether or not online 
education should be welcomed 

as a possible replacement to 
physical classes. While there 
are both undeniable pros 
and cons to utilizing online 
classes, these advancements 
allow students the option to 
learn in a way that fits them 
best, a concept that should 
be a goal for educators on 
either side of  the debate.

Jonah Aguilar
Some EBHS seniors choose to take an hybrid online health course



Page 7 News 

Often overlooked by the buzz 
surrounding the presidential 
race, ballot measures are 
pieces of  proposed legislation 
that voters can approve 
or reject. Each election 
cycle, voters are given the 
opportunity to make decisions 
regarding some of  the most 
relevant issues within their 
states. The proposals which 
receive more than 50% of  the 
vote are then implemented.

As per American custom, 
the ballot measures of  2016 
have covered some of  the 
most controversial topics 
currently facing America. 
Last November, hundreds of  
millions of  Americans were 
given the opportunity to 
decide on various issues, such 
as marijuana legalization, gun 
control, and minimum wage. 
In six states, the usage of  
either recreational or medical 
marijuana was legalized. 
Similarly, four states approved 
an initiative to increase the 
minimum wage, and three 
additional states approved 
tighter gun control regulations. 

While the ballot measures 
for New Jersey did not include 
such notable topics, the two 

legislative referrals within the 
state could have long lasting 
consequences. Question 1 
would have authorized the 
construction of  two new 
casinos in northern New 
Jersey. However, 77.5% of  
voters ultimately decided to 

reject this proposal. According 
to Mr. Saroka, the casino 
ballot was bound to fail. He 
explains, “Nothing in the 
enabling legislation or the 
ballot question itself  said 

where the two North Jersey 
casinos would go except that 
they would be a minimum of  
72 miles from Atlantic City, 
causing mass confusion.”  
Along with commercials 
claiming that “Trenton 
would mismanage the entire 

project and cause taxes to 
skyrocket… the pro side did 
a horrible job at lobbying and 
was outspent 10 to 1.” Based 
on this reasoning, the casino 
ballot simply failed because 

Bets are Off for NJ Ballots
by Andrew Xu

the initiative was clouded 
by fear and uncertainty.

Question 2 required all 
revenue from taxes on motor 
fuels to be deposited into the 
Transportation Trust Fund, 
and it was approved by an 8% 
margin. Because New Jersey 

politicians have a history of  
mismanaging the budget-- 
such as Christie’s failure to 
balance an $11 billion budget 
deficit-- many citizens believe 
this measure is necessary to 

avoid future overspending. 
Mr. Berner claims, “If  not for 
Question 2, Trenton would 
have had the potential to spend 
taxpayers’ money as they 
wished, and leave zero to fix any 
infrastructure whatsoever.” 
This prediction is based on 
the fact that New Jersey has 
repeatedly spent past its 
budget in the past, forcing it to 
request government bonds. As 
a result, Mr. Berner believes 
that the gas tax “is a good 
step in securing the future 
infrastructure of  New Jersey”.

The results of  the ballot 
measures illustrate a shift 
away from conservative ideals. 
This is a fascinating outcome 
when considering that 2016 
was a tremendous victory for 
the Republicans, who now 
control both Congress and the 
White House. It seems that as 
people become more liberal on 
certain issues, they also place 
more emphasis on choosing 
unconventional candidates, 
such as those running on 
third party platforms. In 
the end, only one thing is 
certain: “Trump or Hillary” 
might not have been the most 
important question of  2016.

patch.com
Millions of people voted on Election Day, November 8th

Though a many of  us 
will never admit it, the 2016 
election kept us spellbound. 
A record number of  viewers 
tuned in to see Donald Trump 
debate Hillary Clinton, and a 
tremendous amount of  EBHS 
students volunteered for our 
local candidates. Mr. Trump 
will be inaugurated into office 
in January, and Brad Cohen 
will serve as the new mayor of  
East Brunswick. Unbeknownst 
to most, however, another 
important election is 
approaching in 2017: the New 
Jersey Gubernatorial Election.

As Governor Chris Christie 
reaches his term limit, the 
presumptive nominee to 
replace him on the Republican 
ticket is Kim Guadagno, 
Lieutenant Governor of  New 
Jersey.  She will likely be 
running against Phil Murphy, 
a former Goldman Sachs 
executive and presumptive 
Democratic nominee. These 
two candidates are expected 
to win the primaries in their 
respective parties for candidacy 
and face off  on the dates leading 
up to November 7, 2017, the 
day of  the Gubernatorial 
Election. However, some 

individuals following politics 
have predicted the outcome 
of  the election already.

“Phil Murphy is going to 
win the election,” claims senior 
Gowtham Balaji. “He has 
money, the ground support, 
and [is] not a politician, which 
is popular right now.” Indeed, 
Phil Murphy is expected to 
finance his own campaign 
and has not interfered as 
much in the political world as 
other candidates. His political 
experience includes his 
short tenure as Ambassador 

to Germany. In fact, his 
primary experience being in 
the world of  business rather 
than politics gives him some 
similarity to Trump. Their 
proposed policies and ideas, 
however, are very different.

 However, there is 
another reason that may 
make Democrat Murphy 
the winner over Republican 
Guadagno: the unpopularity 
of  Governor Chris Christie. 
“I think the dislike of  Christie 
will hand the election to the 
Democrats,” states Mr. Berner, 

The Incoming Election
by Jeffrey Shen

the International Business and 
Politics teacher. November 
polls have placed Christie with 
an approval rating of  19% with 
calls for his resignation from 
office before the end of  his 
term. Christie’s “Bridgegate 
Scandal,” which involved 
some of  Mr. Christie’s aides 
increasing traffic on the George 
Washington Bridge in order to 
punish a mayor who would not 
support his gubernatorial re-
election bid, has cost him much 
of  his reputation. Meanwhile, 
his support of  Donald Trump 

has irked many of  his former 
supporters. Naturally, as the 
Lieutenant Governor of  New 
Jersey, Kim Guadagno may 
inherit the negative reputation 
surrounding Christie when 
she runs for office which 
may ultimately hand the 
win to the Democrats. 

Nevertheless, the election 
has not been set. It is impossible 
to know for certain which 
candidate will win the election, 
and whether or not Kim 
Guadagno will pull an upset 
victory similar to Trump’s. 
Meanwhile, Phil Murphy’s 
status as a former Goldman 
Sachs executive may draw 
comparisons to the unpopular 
former governor Jon Corzine, 
who had a similar background. 
This could certainly be a 
thorn in Murphy’s side 
throughout the campaign.

 As 2016 draws to a close, 
some EBHS juniors and seniors 
may find themselves able to 
vote in an election that draws 
similarities to the presidential 
election. Be sure to mark down 
November 7, 2017 on your 
calendar, and if  you are able 
to, remember to vote for the 
candidate whom you support!

www.cafepress.com
Phil Murphy and Kim Guadagno are likely candidates for the 2017 New Jersey Gubernatorial Election
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As a child, Mr. McCarthy loved to draw; he recalls 
pursuing art seriously since the early age of  eight. 
Today Mr. McCarthy continues to pursue art as 
a teacher at East Brunswick High School. He has 
been teaching for over ten years; from Jewelry 
Design to Studio Art to Printmaking - when it 
comes to anything art-related, Mr. McCarthy’s 
taught it all! His wealth of  experience and passion 
for the subject makes him an essential part of  
learning the arts at East Brunswick High School.

Junior Michelle Li shared her love for Studio 
Art and Mr. McCarthy’s teaching style: “You never 
know what to expect each day when you enter 
the classroom. Mr. McCarthy always manages to 
surprise us with philosophical views about what art 
means and how we define ourselves as artists.” Junior 
Julie Chaimowitz agreed, saying, “I always leave 
having learned, not only more about the technical 
approach to the subject, but also more about myself  
as an artist.” We caught up with Mr. McCarthy 
and gaining insight about his 
views on art, and on teaching here 
at East Brunswick High School.

Q: Why did you decide to become 
a teacher,  and how has teaching art at EBHS 
influenced the course of  your life so far?

A: I understand everything I know about 
the world through art, so to be able to 
pass that kind of  knowledge onto others 
is something very special. I love making art, thinking 
about art, talking about art, and learning the 
history behind it, so even though I didn’t plan on 
becoming an art teacher, it’s the perfect career for me. 

Q: Where do you find your inspiration, both 
as an artist and as a teacher at EBHS?

A: There is something powerful in how you can 
see the results of  your efforts immediately. It 
inspires me to push myself  and my students 
because your hard work is reflected through 
your art. Students are receiving more than just 
a letter grade because their art speaks for itself.

Q: Why do you think art should be considered  
such an important part of  student education  
here at East Brunswick High School?

A: I am a strong believer that art is beneficial to 
everyone, regardless of  their career path. The 
problem solving and planning that goes into 
the creation of  an artwork is a skill that can be 
applied to any activity or discipline. By making 
art, you gain experiences that can be used in life.

Q: Was there ever a moment where you were 
able to learn something from your students?

A: I am always learning. People usually expect from 
me being an art teacher, that I know everything 
there is to know about art. However, I still consider 
myself  young enough to remember what it’s like 
not knowing how to draw. There is always more to 
learn, whether it’s a different technique or a new 
approach, and the interaction between the teacher 
and the student is where this learning takes place. 

Mr. McCarthy concluded the interview by giving 
his advice for aspiring art students: “Be ready to make 
bad pieces. The road to success is paved with failures 
because you cannot achieve greatness, unless you are 
first willing to feel embarrassed.” His wise words 
can be applied to any future goals, inspiring students 
and artists alike to work hard and learn from  them. 

Kailyn Brown
Mr. McCarthy share his experiences at EBHS  

FEATURE A TEACHER: Mr. McCarthy
by Fiona Liu

“I understand everythIng I know 
about the world through art”

For Inspiration and 
Recognition of  Science and 
Technology - FIRST. As 
one of  the largest non-profit 
organizations in the world 
geared towards encouraging 
the next generation into 
entering engineering-related 
fields, Aditya Mehrotra 
wondered why East Brunswick 
still did not have a competitive 
team affiliated with this group. 

Not one to simply wonder, 
Aditya single-handedly 
started EB FIRST Robotics 
as a sophomore, recruiting 

potential team members with 
an avid interest in either 
mechanics or coding. The team, 
which meets every Friday from 
6:00pm to 8:00pm, grew to 
include almost thirty members, 
all of  whom are ambitious, 
hard-working, and dedicated.

On November 12th, 
Aditya’s dreams finally came to 
fruition as EB FIRST, dubbed 
“Astraea Robotics,” won the 

Future Glory Award at their 
first competition, Brunswick 
Eruption, at North Brunswick 
High School. Aditya was 

extremely proud of  his team, 
describing how “the team 
has worked so hard to build 
our dream into a reality. This 
competition was an amazing 
experience and a real testament 
to what we are capable of.” 
Alex Caro, a junior at East 
Brunswick High School, also 
gushed about the experience 
as the photographer for the 
team: “It was really great to 

see how much progress the 
group made in less than a year, 
being that we started from 
the ground up. Seeing Larry, 

our robot, compete against 
teams who have so much 
more experience than us was 
breathtaking, and I’m lucky 
to have been able to watch it 
all through my camera lens.” 

The group started from 
the ground up, with almost 
no adult backing. Robotics is 
not a cheap endeavor, what 
with the cost of  parts, power 

tools, screws, and more. Thus, 
sponsors are an integral part 
of  the team’s livelihood, and 
the first few months of  the 
team’s existence were spent 
scrambling for funds and 
obtaining 501c3 non-profit 
legal status. Online fundraising 
campaigns were set up by the 
team treasurer, while public 
relations reached out to as 
many potential sponsors as 
possible. Though the list of  
sponsors for EB FIRST is still 
relatively small, it now includes 
big names like Rutgers School 

by Christina Oh

Shooting for FIRST Place
of  Engineering, HAKS 
Engineers, and Google. 

Unfortunately, the team 
will not be competing in the 
coming season. As the majority 
of  the club consists of  juniors 
who will be occupied by AP 
testing during the national 
championships. The next 
year will be spent compiling 
a greater list of  sponsors and 

further fundraising in order 
to gather the best materials 
and supplies in preparation 
for the team’s first season the 
following year. However, this 
does not mean that the robot-
building stops. The mechanical 
team will continue to learn and 
build  with the guidance of  the 
EB FIRST’s amazing mentors 
while the coding team brushes 
up their skills. After their 
success at Brunswick Eruption, 
the rookie group has high 
expectations, hoping to reach 
nationals with their new robot!

Subhadha Kartik
EB FIRST recieved the Future Glory Award at their first competition

“The team has worked so hard to build 
our dream into a reality. This competition 
was an amazing experience and a real 
testament to what we are capable of.”


